
Longbyre Car Park Consultation – Appendix 1 65/20.01 

 

About 15 Longbyre residents attended the on-site consultation on 6th August.   

 

Main points from discussion were: 

• All were in agreement that the number of vehicles belonging to residents has increased in recent 

years and parked vehicles make it difficult for agricultural machinery and large vehicles such as 

busses, grit lorries and potentially emergency vehicles to get through.   

• Proposal to put yellow lines – this would only be appropriate if a car park is constructed as 

sometimes there is simply nowhere else to park. 

• Residents generally have a regular parking spot and the situation is manageable. 

• A car park would encourage tourists to park, overnight camper vans & littering.  Signage and a 

height barrier on the car park could reduce this if necessary.  Doesn't appear to be much of a problem 

at the car park for Thirlwall Castle visitors. 

• Scepticism was expressed about whether people would actually use a car park, rather than parking as 

near to their house as possible.  Several people said they would ask their own visitors to use it. 

• Concern that a car park would exacerbate the already high surface water flood risk.  Any surface 

would have to allow water percolation. 

• Environmental issues – lets have fruit trees rather than a car park!  Don't destroy green space. 

 

Participants at the meeting were asked to raise their hands to show support for a car park on the proposed 

site.  Most did, two were against the idea and another two households abstained.  Of the ten forms handed in 

at or before the meeting nine were for the proposal and only one against.  However the clerk and I have 

received several other communications from people who are strongly opposed to the car park.  

 

Of the 30 households in Longbyre:  

➢ 6 (including one via returned form) have made contact to express strong opposition.   

➢ I would estimate that there has been no response from about a third of the households. 

➢ Between a third and a half of the residents have expressed support at the meeting, by returning the 

form or by contacting the clerk or me.  

 

If we are to consider proceeding we must design a car park in keeping with the rural nature of the village 

with a surface that retains maximum water penetration. 

 

However I suggest that the consultation shows insufficient support.  Constructing a car park would cost a lot 

of money and would make a significant and irreversible material change to the hamlet.  There is an inherent 

environmental cost and it is likely that the development would increase to flood risk to some of the 

properties. 

 

If we agree not to proceed at this time – we can revisit the situation in a couple of years - I will write to all of 

the residents explaining the decision and emphasise the need to park legally and with consideration for 

residents, businesses and public services - there must be unimpeded access at all times.  The specific 'pinch' 

points are the bus stop and turn into the road leading to the level crossing, and the narrow point at Holyrood. 

 

Grit Bin 

At the meeting there was unanimous support for relocating the grit bin to between the BT box and the kerb,  

however, since then Mr Armstrong has said that this is too far from where the grit is needed on the steepest 

bit of road and near where cars exit High Castle terrrace.  He would not carry the grit from the bin if it was 

moved to the new location. 

 

Sue Seymour 

18th August 2020 

 

 


