THIRLWALL PARISH COUNCIL
9th January 2019
APPROVED MINUTES
Present

Interests

Cllr
Cllr
Cllr
Cllr

S Seymour
B Barwick
P Jameson
P Hunter

3 Members of the public
Cllr A Sharp - County
Clerk - Mrs Susan Saunders

19.30

01/19
02/19

Apologies for Absence
Cllr J Armstrong - Annual Leave
Co-Option
Mr Peter Hunter was co-opted
PROPOSED Cllr S Seymour

03/19

04/19

05/19

Signed Chair:

SECONDED Cllr B Barwick

AGREED

Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current
agenda.
 Dog noise nuisance
Unless reports are made neither council can take any action. Cllr Barwick offered to report
the noise.
 Updates on Longbyre Cycle Path
The path is now clear.
 The First Aid training is still in hand with Cllr Barwick.
 Sign Cleaning. Clearview Cleaning services have suggested that the work be carried
out at the end of March and wanted to know if all signs in Gilsland are to be
cleaned. It was proposed to get a price for all and, then approach the other two
parishes (Upper Denton and Waterhead) and ask if they would be happy to
contribute to the cleaning.
PROPOSED Cllr S Seymour

07/19

AGREED

Minutes of the meetings to be approved held on:
Wednesday 14th November
PROPOSED Cllr S Seymour

06/19

SECONDED Cllr B Barwick

Mr Hunter signed the declaration of acceptance and could then take part in the meeting.
Declarations of Interest
In accordance with Section 31 of the Localism Act 2011, members to declare
any Pecuniary Interests in items on this agenda.
Public Questions
There were no public questions.

SECONDED Cllr B Barwick

AGREED

Gilsland Matters
07/19.01 Gilsland Play Area
The ground under the trampoline was fixed but the corners have sunk again.
The clerk will investigate and if necessary ask Paul Taylor from Kompan to come
out and look at it again along with Sue Maughan and Cllr Barwick.
It was reported that a resident has been pruning shrubs/trees and placing the
cuttings into the play area. The clerk was instructed to ask the Cemetery staff if
they would remove the debris. Cllr Sharp offered to speak to the residents.
The cemetery staff will be finishing off the slide over the next couple of weeks
and the bag of sand that was left will be used.
07/19.02 Samson Bridge
Cllr Sharp reported NCC will put signs on both sides and are assessing the
pedestrian signs.
07/19.03 Riversdale
Cllr Sharp has spoken to Highways about the yellow lines and is awaiting a
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response.
It was agreed to purchase another No Parking sign for the play area and place it
further round from where the other one is positioned.
PROPOSED Cllr S Seymour

08/19
09/18

SECONDED Cllr B Barwick

AGREED

As the land is unadopted, if residents would like to place a No Through sign it
would be up to them to agree it. Should they need to fix it to the Village Hall or
the play park fence then they would need to ask permission. The clerk will
respond to the residents who contacted the council about this.
Longbyre Matters
No matters to report.
Northumberland County Council Consultations
Car Parking charges at Railway stations. The Council approved the following comment:
Thirlwall Parish Council object to the charge of £3 per day at Haltwhistle Railway Station.
Haltwhistle is not merely a tourist station it is a commuter station for local people travelling to the nearest
larger town for work, shopping or recreation.
This particularly applies to people in the outlying countryside and villages who now have to drive into
Haltwhistle and park at the station.

The charge would put £15 per week onto the travel bill of anyone working a 5 day week in Hexham,
Newcastle, Carlisle etc. Which, with the current state of our local rural economy, is not sustainable. Even with
the annual parking pass this is still a large amount to pay. This proposal will not support the campaign for
sustainable communities.
Who would benefit financially from this and would the revenue make a case for the initial investment and
upkeep costs? As the proposed charges are fairly nominal, there would be minimal revenue from this proposal.
Regular users would lose out.
Another concern would be the loss of parking in the town as people moved away from the pay and display and
took much needed parking for residents and tourists.
PROPOSED Cllr S Seymour SECONDED Cllr B Barwick
AGREED

10/19

Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee
 Minutes - The recent minutes had not been seen by councillors so will be emailed
around and received at the next meeting. They are on the website for viewing.
 Host Council - The Burial Committee had a meeting with Melkridge and are hopeful
that the host council issue will soon be resolved.
 New Representative - As Cllr Armstrong was not present it was agreed to defer this
item in order that she could confirm if she would like to resign or not as the
representative.

11/19

Planning Applications
18/03223 - Single storey household extension, Wheelgate Cottage, Longbyre - GRANTED
Cllr Sharp reported that the building work on the Auction Mart site has been inspected and
Northumberland County Council has no action to take.
Reports on Financial Matters
12/19.01 
Bank Reconciliation and accounts for payment

Income & Expenditure as at 28th December 2018
The following payments were approved:

12/19

PROPOSED Cllr S Seymour

Signed Chair:

SECONDED Cllr P Jameson
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20.15 Cllr Hunter had to leave the meeting
12/19.02

 Budget for 2018-2019
The budget was approved subject to a contingency of £2000 to be included.
The website has ongoing costs of £200 p.a. The non-council part of the website
needs someone to update it on a regular basis. It was agreed to approach
Catherine and Nigel Jarvis and ask if they would be happy to undertake this
task. The amount to be paid is £300 in two instalments of £150 in both
September and March. There may be an extra cost of £60 if they would like
training.
PROPOSED Cllr S Seymour

SECONDED Cllr B Barwick

PROPOSED Cllr S Seymour

SECONDED Cllr P Jameson

PROPOSED Cllr S Seymour

SECONDED Cllr B Barwick

AGREED

The clerk will write and ask if they are happy to undertake this task.
 Precept for 2018-2019 to agree
The amount of £6000 was agreed.

AGREED

 To give delegated authority to the clerk to appoint an internal auditor.
Cllr Seymour knows someone who may conduct the audit so will approach him.
The clerk was given authority to appoint.
13/19
14/19

15/19

Signed Chair:

AGREED

Correspondence
Noted.
Matters for the next agenda and Any Other Business
The Fixed asset register needs clarifying which the clerk and Cllr Seymour will look at and
bring to the next meeting.
It has been brought to the attention that any trees the council own should be inspected on
a regular basis. Cllr Seymour knows an arboriculturist who she will put in contact with the
clerk who can report back at the next meeting.
The standing orders need a section adding about GDPR. They can be considered at the
next meeting.
Dates and times of next meetings
Parish Council meeting - Wednesday 13th March 2019 from 7.30pm in Gilsland Village Hall.
The meeting closed at 20.45
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